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This study aims at mapping and investigating the grassland habitats, defined by Directive
92/43/EEC, on the territory of Dragoman Municipality, Bulgaria. The municipality is located in
the western part of the country and is characterized by semi-mountainous terrains and temperate
climate. During the fieldwork in 2019 and 2020, 212 relevés were collected, following the
Braun-Blanquet approach. Additionally, grassland habitats were checked up at 1340 field
points. Grassland habitats covered 89.57 km? or 27.6% of the whole municipality’s territory.
Six grassland habitat types were differentiated: *Rupicolous calcareous or basophilic grass-
lands of the Alysso-Sedion albi (6110), Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on cal-
careous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (*important orchid sites) (6210), Eastern sub-
Mediterranean dry grasslands (62A0), Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-
laden soils (Molinion caeruleae) (6410), Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains
and the montane to alpine levels (6430) and Lowland hay meadows (6510). The most wide-
spread were the xeric grasslands presented within habitats 6210 and 62A0. Traditionally, they
are managed as pastures. Habitat 6210 is found on silicate and calcareous substrates, whereas
habitat 62A0 is limited to calcareous substrates only. Mesic grasslands were presented by habi-
tat 6510. It is distributed mainly in the Dragoman lowlands and along rivers. Habitats 6410 and
6430 are locally found and cover 0.07 km? and 0.001 km?, respectively. The condition, structure
and threats for each habitat type are taken into consideration also.
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Introduction

Semi-natural grasslands can be considered among the most species rich habitats partic-
ularly in Europe (Wilson & al. 2012; Rolecek & al. 2014; Turtureanu & al. 2014; Dengler
& al. 2016). A good basis for preserving this natural treasure and setting proper habitat
conservation objectives is the adoption of Council Directive 92/42/EEC, due to its promo-
tion of biodiversity protection (Council Directive 92/43/EEC). In this regard, habitat pro-
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tection is also an important issue, as Fahring (2003) pointed at in his study on the effects
of habitat fragmentation.

Republic of Bulgaria, as being a part of the European Union, follows the EU legislation.
The ecological network NATURA 2000 is being developed in Bulgaria since 2002.
Nowadays, it includes 234 sites declared under the Habitat Directive and covers ca. 30.3%
of the country’s territory. Habitat studies in Bulgaria are still being carried out by the
minute and the vegetation investigations are at the very basis of them.

Some 40% of the territory of Dragoman municipality falls within two Sites of
Community Interest: Dragoman (BG0000322) and Western Balkan Range and
Forebalkan (BG0001040). Studies on vegetation and habitats in the municipality are
still fragmentary and lack completeness. Grassland vegetation on the municipality’s
territory has been investigated partly by Velev & al. (2011a, 2011b), Vassilev (2012)
and Vassilev & al. (2012). It is classified within Molinio-Arrhenatheretea and
Festuco-Brometea classes. Wetland vegetation of the Dragoman Marsh has been stud-
ied by Apostolova & al. (2001), Traykov & Tosheva (2015) and Vassilev & al. (2019).
Grassland management regimes are reflected in the study of Velev & Vassilev (2014).
The condition of grassland ecosystems outside the NATURA 2000 network is assessed
in the work of Sopotlieva & al. (2018).

Western Bulgarian Mountains are characterized by highly diversified grasslands con-
taining many rare and endemic species (Horvat & al. 1974; Knapp 1979). At the same
time, the semi-mountainous character of the territory combined with its ecological
diversity define it as an interesting item for investigating. Furthermore, especially the
local flora is rich in endemic and rare species such as Edraianthus serbicus Petrovic,
Jurinea tzar-ferdinandii Davidov, Astragalus wilmottianus Stoj, Tulipa urumoffii
Hayek, Salix rosmarinifolia L., etc (Vassilev 2012). The scientific interest in the inves-
tigation and mapping of grassland habitats in Dragoman Municipality is related to its
proximity to the capital city of Sofia. The latter fact inevitably leads to an intensive
anthropogenic impact on habitats and vegetation and especially to plant species and
habitat loss. Intensively managed grasslands are mainly found around settlements and
are typically ruderalized by overexploitation, while less accessible ones often are sub-
jected to abandonment (Nikolov 2010; Vassilev & al. 2011; Velev & Vassilev 2014).
Nowadays many abandoned pastures are to be observed all across the country.
Abandonment affects biodiversity, ecology and syntaxonomy of grasslands (Velev &
Apostolova 2008; Meshinev & al. 2009; Hazi & al. 2011; Vassilev & al. 2011).

The investigation of habitats at a national level is a dynamic process and the current
study is intended to contribute to this knowledge. Likewise, grassland habitats within the
municipality’s area are not completely investigated so far. The main effort is focused on
investigating of distribution and condition of grassland habitats, as defined by Habitat
Directive, on the whole territory of Dragoman municipality. It is also trying to refine some
issues regarding NATURA 2000 habitat mapping like the territorial extent of some habitat
polygons and species misinterpretation.

The aim of this study is a complete investigation and mapping of grassland habitats
according to Directive 92/43/EEC on the territory of Dragoman Municipality.
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Materials and Methods

Geographical position of the study area — Dragoman Municipality is located in the
western part of the country, it covers about 324 km? and is characterized by a prevalent
semi-mountainous relief. It includes the mountains of Chepun, Mala Planina and Viskyar,
as well as the valleys of Sofia and Burel. The highest peak within the municipality’s terri-
tory is Petrovski Krust (1205 m) in Chepun Mt.

Lythology — The area is underlain by carbonate and non-carbonate sediments and mag-
matic rocks, represented mainly by the following rock types: limestones, dolomites, sand-
stones, siltstones, marls and hornblende andesites, trachyandesites, andesitobasalts in
extrusive, explosive and subvolcanic facies. Sedimentary rocks are accounting for more
than 80% of the area, while magmatics are covering less than 10%.

Soils — Soil types include predominantly rendzinas, leached and podzolized cinnamonic
forest soils. The first soil type is typical for the northern and eastern parts of the investi-
gated territory, while the other soil types are characterized by a mosaic distribution in the
other parts of the area.

Climate and hydrology of the area — According to the climatic zoning of Bulgaria,
Dragoman municipality falls in the Temperate climate zone. It is characterized by warm
summers and cold winters (Velev 2010). The climate can also be identified as humid
throughout the most parts of Dragoman Municipality with the exception of the southwest-
ern section where the climate is moist subhumid. The main river arteries are Nishava and
Gaberska. Other important rivers are Ezhovitsa, Letnishka, Shiroki dol, Kalugeritsa and
Skakavets to the north and Kambelevska, Chekinska, Dervent and Sharabanitsa to the
south. An important note is that the eastern section of Dragoman Municipality lacks sur-
face runoff due to the karst rocks that are presented there, leading to a prevalence of the
underground outflow where the waters emerge in the southern slopes of Mala Planina. The
water richness is also accompanied by the presence of the Dragoman Marsh, located in the
central part of the municipality. The marsh itself represents a karst water body and an
important wetland zone in Bulgaria.

Fieldwork and mapping of habitats

The habitat and vegetation samplings were conducted in 2019 and 2020 field working
seasons following Braun-Blanquet approach (1965). All relevés were plotted in homoge-
nous areas of grassland communities and were assigned to a habitat type according to
Directive 92/43/EEC. The whole territory was studied thoroughly and during the field trips
1340 field verification points were collected, which were taken from any representative
part of the mapped polygons and are categorized to any habitat type (Fig. 1). The acquired
data was applied in order to build the habitat map of the area.

The nomenclature of vascular plants followed Delipavlov and Cheshmedzhiev (2003),
whereas the high rank syntaxa were harmonized with Mucina & al. (2016).

The habitat types’ determination was accomplished according to the Interpretation
Manual of European Union Habitats (2013) and Kavrakova & al. (2009) The application
of the ArcGIS 10.1 software helped for the cartographic analysis. Spatial data from
Forestry Management Plans and habitat mapping of NATURA 2000 in Bulgaria were also
used. Habitat types were determined according to Directive 92/43/EEC (Interpretation
Manual of European Union Habitats 2007; Kavrakova & al. 2009). ‘Habitat directive
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Fig. 1. Vegetation plots and validation points in Dragoman Municipality.

code’ is abbreviated as ‘HDC’ throughout the text below. Mapping was done using
ArcGIS 10.1 software (ESRI 2011). Spatial data was collected in the field using the
GPS devise Juno BS by Trimble and was later laid over the most recent orthophoto
images available. The habitat map was created by the application of the “Intersect” tool
by combining the layers, containing forestry data from Forestry Management Plans, as
well as data about agricultural areas and habitat data from the habitat mapping of
NATURA 2000 in Bulgaria. Later, the “Cut polygon” tool was used in order to modify
polygon area. Polygons were outlined manually by using features collected in the field
as well as the orthophoto images. Mapping was done in scale 1:5000.

Results & Discussion

Habitat diversity

They cover 89.57 km? or 27.6% of the whole territory of Dragoman municipality
(Fig. 2). Six habitat types were identified, as following: *Rupicolous calcareous or
basophilic grasslands of the Alysso-Sedion albi (6110), Semi-natural dry grasslands and
scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (*important orchid
sites) (6210), Eastern sub-mediterancan dry grasslands (62A0), Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or clayey-siltladen soils (Molinion caeruleae) (6410), Hydrophilous
tall herb fringe communities of plains and the montane to alpine levels (6430), and
Lowland hay meadows (6510).
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6110 *Rupicolous calcareous or basophilic grasslands of the Alysso-Sedion albi

Abiotic characteristic: This habitat can be found as a part of a mosaic (7 mosaic poly-
gons) with habitat types 40A0 and 62A0 within the territory of Dragoman Municipality
between 600 and 1000 m a.s.l. Terrains are flat or with a slope inclination up to 60-70°.
These mosaics are located in the eastern part of the area, to the northwest and southeast of
the villages of Golemo Malovo, Malo Malovo and Vasilovtsi. They cover a total area of
0.15 km?. The bedrock types are limestones and dolomites. Intensive heating occurs during
the summer and the season also leads to prolonged droughts.

Vegetation structure: Very species-poor phytocoenosis with open horizontal structure
with total cover 35-60%. Cover of lichens and bryophytes is up to 10%. Herb layer is
formed by Achillea ageratifolia (Sm.) Boiss. Sedum album L., S. hispanicum L., Alyssum
minus (L.) Rothm., Saxifraga tridactylites L., Arenaria serpylifolia L., Minuartia hybrida
(Vill.) Schischk., Globularia aphyllantes Crantz, Poa badensis Willd., Hyacenthella leu-
cophaea (K.Koch) Schur.,, Draba lasiocarpa Rochel., Sempervivum marmoreum Griseb.,
Jovibarba heuffelii Schott., etc. In the species composition are also found some endemic
plants such as Edraianthus serbicus Astragalus wilmottianus. The most frequent lichens
and mosses are Cladonia furfuracea Vain., Ceratodon purpureus (Hedw.) Brid., Syntrichia
ruralis (Hedw.) F. Weber & D. Mohr., Ditrichium flexicaule (Schwiagr.) Hampe. Shrubland
species, such as Corothamnus procumbens (Willd.) C. Presl and Syringa vulgaris L. also
occur in the territory.

From syntaxonomical point of view this vegetation is transitional between classes
Festuco-Brometea (all. Saturejion montanae) and Sedo-Scleranthetea (all. Alysso
alyssoidis-Sedion).

6210 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia) (*important orchid sites)

Abiotic characteristic: The habitat is widespread, accounting for an area of 53.53 km?
and is presented by 2033 polygons. It is equally distributed in range 600 to 1000 m a.s.l.
Stands cover slopes with different exposition with rough microreleif. Terrains are flat or
slightly inclined (up to 20°). Soils are shallow to moderately deep. The bedrock types are
consisting mainly of limestones, dolomites and sandstones. It is used mainly for haymak-
ing and as pastures.

Vegetation structure: Species-rich phytocoenoses with semi-open to closed horizontal
structure and a projected coverage 85-100%. The coverage of mosses and lichens is 5-
15%. Plant communities are rich in species with a prevalence of tussock-forming grasses,
such as Chrysopogon gryllus (L.) Trin., Festuca dalmatica (Hack.) K. Richt., F. pseudo-
dalmatica Krajina, F. valesiaca Gaudin., Dichantium ischaemum (L.) Roberty, Stipa capil-
lata L., Poa angustifolia L. This habitat includes communities of alliances Festucion vale-
siacae, Chrysopogono-Danthionion and Brachypodion pinnati which are investigated in
region by Vassilev (2012) and Vassilev & al. (2012). Xero-mesophilic communities of the
alliance Chrysopogono-Danthonion that are typical for deep, humid soils and on western
and northern slopes have a transitional species compound with communities of the alliance
Cynosurion cristati of Molinio-Arrhenatheretea class. Many xero-mesophilic species are
common such as Briza media L., Agrostis capillaris L., Cynosurus cristatus L., Betonica
officinalis L., Filipendula vulgaris Moench., Trifolium repens L., T. montanum L.,
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Leucanthemum vulgare Lam. Communities of the alliance Brachypodion pinnati occur on
limestone bedrock and are rich in calciphilous species, such as Brachypodium pinnatum
(L.) P. Beauv, Anthyllis vulneraria L., Polygala major Jacq., Trifolium alpestre L.,
T ochroleucon Huds. These vegetation types are used for haymaking and as pastures.
Xerophilic communities are classified in the alliance Festucion valesiacae. Species with
higher cover and abundance are Festuca dalmatica (Hack.) K.Richt., F. valesiaca Gaudin.,
Dichantium ischaemum (L.) Roberty, Chrysopogon gryllus (L.) Trin., Stipa capillata L. ,
Poa angustifolia L., Dorycnium herbaceum Vill., Medicago falcata L., Coronilla varia L.

62A0 Eastern sub-Mediteranean dry grasslands

Abiotic characteristic: The habitat type is presented by 303 polygons and covers 31.88
km?. Stands are found predominantly on eastern and southern facing-slopes of Chepun
Mt., Viskyar Mt. and Mala Planina Mt. within the range of 600-1000 m a.s.l. Terrains are
flat to moderately inclined up to 45-50°. The bedrock type is of carbonate and dolomite
rocks. Soils are shallow to deep, dry with rough microreleif and calcareous outcrops. The
habitat type is sometimes used as a pasture land.

Vegetation structure: Communities have semi-open to closed horizontal structure with
a projective coverage between 65-95%. Mosses and lichens cover 10-35%. In the species
composition subdominants are Stipa eriocaulis Borbas, Festuca dalmatica (Hack.) K.
Richt., Dichantium ischaemum (L.) Roberty, Artemisia alba Turra, Satureja montana
subsp. kitaibelii Wierzb. ex Heuff., Potentilla cinerea Vill. Some polygons have a more
heterogeneous structure and they lack a dominant species. Species composition is rich of
calcareous species such as Euphorbia niciciana Borbas, Agropyron cristatum (L.) Gaertn.,
Melica ciliata L., Carex humilis Leyss., Teucrium montanum L., T. polium L., Sideritis
montana L., Asperula purpurea (L.) Ehrend., Anthyllis vulneraria L., A. montana L.,
Leontodon crispus Vill. It is also rich of species with a conservation importance such as
Himantoglossum jankae Somlyay, Kreutz & Ovari, Hypericum rumeliacum Boiss.,
Astragalus wilmottianus, Achillea clypeolata Sibth., Jurinea tsar-ferdinandii, Tulipa uru-
moffii, Tragopogon balcanicus Velen., Edraianthus serbicus, Chamaecytisus jankae
(Velen.) Rothm, etc. From syntaxonomical point of view this vegetation belongs to alliance
Saturejon montanae of class Festuco-Brometea. Syntaxonomical diversity of this alliance
on the territory of municipality is investigated by Vassilev (2012) and Vassilev & al.
(2012).

Together with habitat types 40A0, 6110 and 6210 it is also forming 1 mosaic polygon,
which covers an area of 1.74 km?.

6410 Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-siltladen soils (Molinion
caeruleae)

Abiotic characteristic: This habitat type is restricted only to the most eastern part of the
municipality at 800 m a.s.l. where it covers ca. 0.07 km?. It is located to the southeast of
Tsraklevtsi village. Frequently, this habitat type is in mosaic with habitat 6510 Lowland
hay meadows, so they form complex vegetation. Most of this complex habitat is to be
found eastwards from the eastern municipality border and falls within the SCI BG0000322
Dragoman as part of the NATURA 2000 network. The bedrock types are mainly of carbon-
ate origin. The soils in this area are thick and clayey with a slightly acid reaction. The habi-
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tat is characterized with a variable soil moisture throughout the year. Traditionally, in
springtime the soils are flooded, but they can dry out for a long period in the summer.

Vegetation structure: Species rich mesic to hygrophilous grasslands with closed horizon-
tal structure and total cover 80-95%. Most frequent species are Molinia caerulea (L.)
Moench, Danthonia alpina Vest., Agrostis capillaris L., Serratula tinctoria L., Sanguisorba
officinalis L., Potentilla erecta (L.) Raeusch., Galium verum L., Lotus corniculatus L.,
Gentiana pneumonanthe L., Hieracium umbellatum L., Sieglingia decumbens (L.) Bernh.,
Bistorta major S. F. Gray., Iris sibirica L., Ranunculus polyanthemos L., Festuca pratensis
Huds., Anthoxanthum odoratum L. Some tree species as Betula pendula Roth and Pyrus
pyraster Burgsdorf are present also in the area by single individuals. The species composi-
tion of this habitat is characteristic with the presence of a very rare species in Bulgaria —
Salix rosmarinifolia. 1t is evaluated as Critically Endangered at national level (Apostolova
& Tsoneva 2009) and is included in the Red Data Book of the Republic of Bulgaria
(Apostolova & Tsoneva 2015). Salix rosmarinifolia is a shrub reaching up to 0.60—1.0 m in
height. The whole population of S. rosmarinifolia L. occupies about 100 ha, but only a small
part of it falls within Dragoman Municipality. The main part of the species’ population is
included into the BG0000322 Dragoman protected area. The vegetation is managed as hay-
making grasslands and is regularly cut every year. Sometimes cattle are released freely to
pasture after cutting. This vegetation belongs to alliance Molinion caeruleae W. Koch 1926,
order Molinietalia caeruleae W. Koch 1926 and class Molinio-Arrhenatheretea Tiixen
1937. The phytocoenoses with S. rosmarinifolia L. are classified as association Junco effissi-
Molinietum caeruleae Tiixen 1954 (Hajek & al. 2006).

6430 Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and the montane to alpine
levels

Abiotic characteristic: This habitat has a limited distribution in the north of Kambelevtsi
village at about 610-640 a.s.1 and is covering only 0,001 km?. It occurs in a floodplain area on
rather wet and nutrient-rich soils. Typically, ground water usually decreases in dry periods in
summier, but soils never dry out completely. It is located over volcanic rocks.

Vegetation structure: Species-poor communities dominated by broad-leaved tall forb
Filipendula ulmaria (L.) Maxim., which cover 80-90%. The height of herbs is about 1-1.5
m. In the species composition are also found some hygrophyte (e.g. Carex acutiformis
Ehrh., Lythrum salicaria L., Epilobium hirsutum L., Mentha longifolia (L.) Huds.) and
mesic (e.g. Festuca pratensis Huds., Agrostis stolonifera L., Deschampsia caespitosa (L.)
Beauv.) species but their cover is up to 2-3%. The maximum of vegetation development is
in second half of summer period. The strong shade effect leads to low presence of
bryophytes. The litter also formed separate layer and has cover about 90-95%. From syn-
taxonomical point of view communities of this habitat belongs to alliance Filipendulion
ulmariae Westhoff & Den Held 1969, order Filipendulo ulmariae-Lotetalia uliginosi
Passarge 1975 and class Molinio-Arrhenatheretea.

6510 Lowland hay meadows

Abiotic characteristic: This habitat type has a fragmented distribution and only within
the eastern part of the municipality. It is presented by 153 polygons and occupies a total
area of 3.94 km?. The biggest areas are located in the vicinities of Malo Malovo, Vasilovtsi
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and Tsraklevtsi villages. Sometimes, this habitat type forms complexes with habitat 6410
Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-siltladen soils (Molinion caeruleae).
Most often, the bedrock types are limestones, dolomitic limestones, dolomites and less
shales, sandstones, siltstones and less often — boulders, pebbles and sands. The altitude
spans across the range of 620—-850 m a.s.1.

Vegetation structure: Species rich mesic grasslands with closed horizontal structure and
total cover in the range 80—100%. It represents secondary grassland vegetation, found at
the areas of former forests. These grasslands are managed as hay meadows and pastures.
The most common plant species are Arrhenatherum elatius (L.) J. & C. Presl., Festuca
pratensis Huds., F. rubra agg. L., Alopecurus pratensis L., Cynosurus cristatus L. , Poa
pratensis L., Convolvulus arvensis L., Trisetum flavescens (L.) P. Beauv., Crepis
biennis L., Vicia cracca L., Agrostis capillaris L., Holcus lanatus L. , Anthoxanthum odor-
atum L., Lathyrus pratensis L., Plantago lanceolata L. This vegetation is classified within
class Molinio-Arrhenatheretea Tiixen 1937, order Arrhenatheretalia elatioris Tiixen 1931,
alliances Arrhenatherion elatioris Luquet 1926 and Cynosurion cristati Tiixen 1947. Five
associations belonging to this habitat type are recognized on the territory of Dragoman
Municipality. Three associations present alliance Arrhenatherion: the mesic ones
Ranunculo repentis-Alopecuretum pratensis (Eggler 1933) Ellmauer in Mucina & al. 1993

b TN 1 ::* e N NATURA Border [ 6210
i M ‘4"' "‘J‘J The rest of the habitats [l 5240
Ko e ;‘%‘..' = “@": I 5220/6110/40A0/6210
e 40A0/6110/62A0 6410
5 522 . — 40A0/62A0/8210 6430
S S T B 51106280 6510

Fig. 2. Grassland habitats in Dragoman Municipality.
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and Pastinaco sativae-Arrhenatheretum elatioris Passarge 1964, and the xero-mesic
Ranunculo bulbosi-Arrhenatheretum elatioris Ellmauer in Mucina & al. 1993. Two asso-
ciations from Cynosurion alliance are recorded: the mesic Bromo racemosi-Cynosuretum
cristati Horvati¢ (1930) 1958 and the xero-mesic Festuco rubrae-Agrostetum capillaris
Horvat 1951. All the associations listed were investigated by Velev & al. (2011a, 2011b)
in Bulgaria, including those in the studied region.

Evaluation of habitat distribution, condition and threats

This is the first municipality in Bulgaria where all habitat types, protected by Council
Directive 92/43/EEC, were investigated and mapped, using the scale of 1:5000. In this
paper we are focusing on the representation of grassland habitats, while the results for for-
est habitat types were prepared in other manuscript (Grigorov & al. in review).

Six grassland habitats have a fragmented distribution, due to the physical characteristics
of Dragoman Municipality and the prolonged anthropogenic influence. Habitat 62A0 is
representing xerophyte grassland communities and can be discovered on carbonate rocks
in the mountains of Mala Planina, Chepun and parts of Viskyar Mountain. Habitat 6110
has a local distribution only on eroded limestones in Mala Planina Mt. and Chepun Mt.
Xero-mesophyte and xerophyte communities of habitat 6210 have an even distribution in
the valleys and mountainous areas of the municipality. Mesophyte communities of habitat
6510 are found mainly on flat terrains or on slopes with up to 5-6° inclination in the valley
between Mala Planina Mt. and Chepun Mt. as well as in the higher parts of Viskyar Mt.
Habitats 6430 and 6410 are locally distributed in areas with high water table. Following
the official data habitat 6230 can be located only within 3 polygons. However, nowadays
these areas are turned into agricultural areas.

The condition of the grassland habitats is different in the various parts of the municipality.
Semi-natural grasslands and grasslands in the stage of formation, such as abandoned agricul-
tural territories are typical for the area. The condition of those habitats that are close to the
city of Dragoman and the ones that are falling within the boundaries of the NATURA 2000
sites has improved during last 7-8 years, because of the agricultural subsidies. Habitats 6210,
62A0 and 6510 are known to have been abandoned for the period after the fall of the com-
munism between 1989 and 2010. Extensive grazing was also observed, leading to an ecolog-
ical change and an appearance of shrubs (10-15%) and overgrazing plays a negative role by
altering the ecological structure. Thanks to the subsidies these areas were cleared. A large
proportion of the meadows are being mown each year. At the same time pastures are being
grazed by sheep and cows. Moderate trampling occurs and cattle helps for the decomposition
of nutrients, for example, yet when this processes happens in mid-summer, it leads to erosion
and decline in the number of species. Unfortunately, habitats (mainly 6210 and 6510) in
remote and depopulated areas, such as Viskyar Mt. and the border area between Bulgaria and
Serbia are in a bad condition. In those areas non-grassland species such as Rosa sp. L.,
Crataegus monogyna Jacq., Prunus spinosa L., Rubus spp. L., Quercus frainetto Ten., Q.
cerris L., Q. daleschampii (Ten.) A. Camus, Carpinus betulus L., C. orientalis Mill., Fagus
sylvatica L. and Fraxinus ornus L. are becoming dominant. Conservation grazing may be
adopted here in order to improve their condition.
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During the last 7-8 years some of the polygons that were a part of the NATURA 2000 net-
work were turned into agricultural areas: 6210 (1.78 km?), 6230 (0.21 km?), 6430 (0.14 km?)
and 6510 (0.51 km?). The abandonment of agricultural areas has led to ruderalization in the
neighboring grassland polygons. Sites with a disposal of household waste and illegal landfills
were found near some polygons of habitats 6210 and 6510. The invasion of Robinia pseudoa-
cacia L. is occurring in polygons of habitat 6210 in parts of the slopes of Viskyar Mountain.
During the last 10-15 years the exploitation of several quarries in the eastern parts of the munic-
ipality has led to the destruction of areas with habitats 6210 and 62A0.
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