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This contribution updates the distribution of three vascular plant taxa in various habitats and
substrates within the Korça region in Southeastern Albania. Two of these: Trigonella graeca
and Aremonia agrimonoides subsp. pouzarii are native to Albania, while Trigonella caerulea is
a casual alien species likely introduced as an aromatic plant, many years ago with T. foenum–
graecum. Both A. agrimonoides subsp. pouzarii and T. caerulea are reported here as new
records for Albania; the former is a Balkan taxon and the latter is a cultigen originating from
the Eastern Mediterranean, Mediterranean Europe, and Asia. Furthermore, a new Albanian
southeastern locality and three southern unpublished ones are given for T. graeca, representing
a significant expansion to the distribution range both within the country and across the Balkan
Peninsula. 
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Introduction

The Korça region, situated in southeastern Albania, hosts two Important Plant Areas (IPAs),
Drenova–Nikolica and Gramoz Mountain, which serve as vital refugia for endemic and relict
flora (Shuka & al. 2011). They are characterized by a mountainous Mediterranean climate and
various geological substrata, where: Drenova–Nikolica IPA, geologically is composed of
Tertiary serpentine (ultramafic) rock (Fouache & al. 2009; Hoeck & al. 2014; Bani & al.
2017), while Gramoz Mountain IPA forms a natural extension of the Morava range (Frashëri
& al. 1995; Aliaj & al. 1996) and is primarly composed of Upper Cretaceous limestones and
Eocene flysch (Aliaj & Bushati 2019). These environmental and geographical characteristics
allow the presence of varied natural habitats and of a range of rare and threatened flora (Pils
2016; Damo & Icka 2020), including significant Balkan endemics and species unique to
Albania, such as: Odontarrhena moravensis (F.K.Mey) L. Cecchi & Selvi, Acantholimon
albanicum O.Schwarz & F.May, Festucopsis serpentini (C.E.Hubb.) Melderis).

                                                                                                                                                

Fl. Medit. 36: 31-36
https://doi.org/10.7320/FlMedit36.031

Version of Record published online on 23 March 2026

Article



In this article we report Trigonella caerulea (L.) Ser. and Aremonia agrimonoides
subsp. pouzarii Skalický as new additions to the Albanian flora, alongside a significant
new locality record for T. graeca (Boiss. & Spruner) Boiss. 

While T. caerulea is an introduced species, the latter two taxa are native. Notably, the
occurrence of A. agrimonoides subsp. pouzarii a Balkan endemic with a restricted
European distribution expands the known taxonomic diversity of the genus in Albania,
limited to A. agrimonoides subsp. agrimonoides up to now. Detailed data on the occur-
rence, habitat and substrates for these taxa are provided.

Material and methods

Botanical field surveys were conducted in Kolonja municipality in June 2025, across
Qafë e Kazanit (Gramoz Mountain), Qafa e Qarrit (Kolonja district), and the Boboshtica–
Dardhë–Nikolica itinerary, where specimens of Trigonella L. and Aremonia Neck. ex
Bernh. were collected from various habitats for further laboratory analysis. Taxonomic
identification followed standard floristic sources: Flora e Shqipërisë (Qosja & al. 1992)
and Flora Europaea II (Tutin & al. 1968). Nomenclature and distribution data were veri-
fied using: IPNI (2025), WFO Plant List (2025), Plants of the World Online (POWO
2025), and the Euro+ Med PlantBase (2006+). Voucher specimens (E.Gj. Ko-0084; E.Gj.
Ko-0263; E.Gj. Ko-0347) are preserved and deposited in the private herbaria of E. Gjeta
(Flora and Fauna Research Centre, Faculty of Natural Sciences, University of Tirana); for-
mal deposit in the Tirana National Herbarium (TIR) is currently in progress. Other floristic
sources for the Flora of Albania e.g. Barina & Pifkó (2009), Pils (2016, 2024), Barina &
al. (2017, 2018), Ayvazyan & al. (2023), were also consulted.

Results and discussion

Trigonella graeca (Boiss. & Spruner) Boiss., Fl. Orient. 2: 91. 1872 (Fabaceae)
Studied specimen (Fig. 1a): Albania, Kolonja Municipality, Qarri Pass (Qafa Qarrit),

open grassy area below a stony slope along the old Korçë–Ersekë road (Qafa Qarrit–
Helmës segment), 40.465992 N, 20.669363 E, 940 m a.s.l., 2.6.2025, E.Gjeta. Ko-0084
(Herb. Gjeta).

The taxon was recorded at a single roadside locality where the population appeared very
sporadic. Its first reports from Griba Mts. and Mal Bureto are by Barina & Pifkó (2009).
The national distribution is limited to a few localities in southern Albania, typically in
rocky limestone grasslands between 300 and 1500 m a.s.l. (Barina & al. 2017; Pils 2024).

Additional unpublished records (Nemerçkë Mts., Gjirokastër County):
- SW slope above Poliçan village, rocky scrub and grassland on limestone, on 15.5.2021,

Barina Z. & Talás L. M. (40.131135 N, 20.367150 E, 1068 m a.s.l.; 40.131436 N,
20.367550 E, 1078 m a.s.l.);  

- SW slope of Mt. Papingu, above Sopik, rocky grassland on limestone, 16.6.2021, Barina,
Z. Talás, L. M. Mahilaj, M. Rama, A. (40.110178 N, 20.408160 E, 1344 m a.s.l.);
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- East of Poliçan, dolomitic rocks, 7.6.2021, Barina, Z. Mahilaj, M. Talás, L. M.
(40.134917 N, 20.370146 E, 1426 m a.s.l.).
T. graeca has been evaluated for the IUCN Red List in 2023 and is categorized as Least

Concern (LC) at global, European, and Mediterranean levels (IUCN 2025). 

Trigonella caerulea (L.) Ser., Prodr. 2: 181. 1825 (Fabaceae)
Studied specimen (Fig. 1b): Albania, vicinity of Korçë, vegetable field (tomato cultiva-

tion) approx. 200 m left of the Korçë–Voskopoja road, 40.620529 N, 20.757261 E, 840 m
a.s.l., 10.8.2023, E.Gjeta Ko-0347 (Herb. Gjeta).

This aromatic species is used for forage and cheese production, typically preferring dis-
turbing habitats, agricultural or ruderal areas (Ayvazyan & al. 2023). In Korça region it is
cultivated in pots or yards, mostly in the villages such as Kloca, Shëngjergji etc. No natu-
ralized populations were previously recorded in Albania for this species. Our record con-
sisted of 3–4 individuals in a habitat distant from rural gardens, suggesting either a spon-
taneous occurrence or accidental introduction via contaminated seeds. Its distribution
range includes Europe and Russia (Euro+ Med PlantBase 2006+) and in Albania it was
likely introduced alongside T. foenum–graecum many years ago, and remained undocu-
mented due to extremely localized usage, only by a few number of local residents and vil-
lages (Arrëza, Kloca, Dvorani etc.). In order to prevent the plant distribution, the residents
shared among them only crushed material (non-viable). Both species are locally known as
“gruri i Qabesë” (the wheat of Kaaba) and were used mainly for flavoring baklava syrup. 
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Fig. 1. a. Trigonella graeca in Qarri Pass; b. T. caerulea in the vicinity of Korç (photos by E. Gjeta).
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Aremonia agrimonoides subsp. pouzarii Skalický, Feddes Repert 79:36 (1968)
(Rosaceae)
Studied specimen (Fig. 2): Albania, Korçë, Çezma e Lisecit or Çezma e Nikolicës, a few

metres (5–10 m) to the right of Korçë–Boboshticë–Dardhë road, beech woodland,
40.519093 N, 20.795191 E, c. 1550 m a.s.l., 3.6.2025, E.Gjeta Ko-0263 (Herb. Gjeta) 

It represents a new taxon to the native Albanian flora, distinguished from A. agri-
monoides subsp. agrimonoides by having a more robust, taller stem, larger petals, hypan-
thium etc. (Tutin & al. 1968).

It is a Balkan taxon, with a distribution range in Bulgaria and Greece (Euro+ Med
PlantBase 2006+) and in North Macedonia (Flora Prespae Database 2025) within two loca-
tions. In Vladimirov & al. (2011), A. agrimonoides subsp. pouzarii was found through oak
forest and reported as new for eparchia and nomos (historic administrative subdivisions).

The recorded population is well-established, covering an area of ca. 25–30 m2. In the
same habitat some accompanying species are: Asphodelus albus Mill., Chaerophyllum
temulum L., Fragaria vesca L., Dactylorhiza saccifera (Brongn.) Soó, Lathyrus pratensis
L., Pulmonaria officinalis L., Geranium reflexum L., G. versicolor L., Blitum bonus–hen-
ricus (L.) Rchb., Rumex acetosa L., Pedicularis hoermanniana K. Malý, Symphytum
tuberosum L., Lilium martagon L., Nepeta nuda L., etc.

34             Gjeta & al.: Additions to the Albanian flora: New taxa from the southeastern ...

Fig. 3. Aremonia agrimonoides subsp. pouzarii in Çezma e Nikolicës (photos by E. Gjeta).

Conclusions

This article reports the occurrence in southeastern Albania, of Trigonella caerulea and

Aremonia agrimonoides subsp. pouzarii, not previously recorded in the country’s flora and

a new location for Trigonella graeca, with very rare individuals and restricted distribution

in the country. Within these occurrences, there are reported three unpublished localities for

T. graeca (in south Albania), that altogether set up important data for this extremely rare

species, strengthening and extending its northern distribution range in Balkans, from south



to southeastern Albania. Consequently, further field surveys are required for a comprehen-
sive population assessment of T. graeca. While T. caerulea a new casual alien species for
Albania, escaping from the many years of cultivation, represents an initial transformation
from a cultivated plant to a casual alien species. Moreover, the discovery of the A. agri-
monoides subsp. pouzarii enriches the Albanian native flora marks and underlines the
regional connections (Bulgaria, Greece and North Macedonia) within similar ecological
conditions, evidencing the Balkans floristic continuity.
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