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Andrea Di Martino (1926-2009)

Last 30th of August, Professor

Andrea Di Martino, former

Professor of Botany at the Science

Faculty of the University of

Palermo, died at the age of 83. For

many years he had been the Director

of the Botanical Garden and then the

Director of the newly established

Department of Botanical Science.

He was always deeply involved in

the care both of the Botanical

Garden and the Herbarium, our two

historical institutions.

Born in Misilmeri (Palermo,

Italy) on the 12th of April 1926, he

graduated in Natural Science at

Palermo University in 1949. Soon

afterwards he started his academic

carreer as volunteer at the Botanical

Garden in Palermo. In 1951 he

received a scholarship, and only few years later he was appointed permanent Assistant

Professor of Botany in 1955. In 1963 he was Professor of Systematic Botany first at the

Faculty of Agricultural Studies and then at the Science Faculty in 1975. Hundred of stu-

dents attending the courses of Natural Science and Biological Science were supervised

by him for their finaly dissertations. 

During his long academic years, Di Martino explored the field of phitogeography that thanks

to his researches was again part of the scientific tradition after a long period of obliviation. As

a botanist, he took part in the project directed by Edoardo Zavattari on the biogeographical

study of the Pelagie archipelago. Di Martino looked particularly at the vascular flora of

Lampedusa, Linosa and Lampione. Later he persued similar studies on the Egadi archipelago

and on the island of Pantelleria, where he also made some research on the local vegetation. 

In the 1970s his interest moved to the Madonie Mountains and he wrote one of the first

popular pamphlets describing the most representative plants of that area. In those years, at

Fig. 1. Andrea Di Martino (on the right) with Francesco

M. Raimondo (on the left).



Castelbuono he also started to gather the botanical collections of the local naturalist

Francesco Mina´ Palumbo. This material was studied by one of his first pupils, Pietro

Mazzola, now Professor of Applied Botany at the Faculty of Agricultural Studies. Besides

the islets, Di Martino explored western Sicily reporting, for the first time, several natura-

lized species. In the town of Palermo he was involved in the study of arboricolous plants.

Worth mentioning are his constructive study on weeds in cultivated wheat fields in Sicily,

his pioneer experimental observations – undertaken also at the Botanical Garden – on the

sorghum and on its potential grown in Sicily as biofuel, and finally his studies on plant

acclimatization on tropical fruit plant species.

Di Martino´s commitment was also on the institutional side. He was member of several

scientific boards such as the old established Società Botanica Italiana [Italian Botanical

Society] and the new born OPTIMA (Organization for the Phytotaxonomic Investigation

of the Mediterranean Area). For the former, he organised an unforgivable visit to the

Madonie Mountains in 1971, as well as the annual National Congress at Palermo in 1979;

while, he realised the annual Meeting between Palermo and the Madonie, for the latter, in

1983. The local growing interest in the field brought him to suggest the opening of a

regional branch, of which he was the Director. Andrea Di Martino took part of the re-foun-

dation of the Società Siciliana di Scienze Naturali [Sicilian Society of Natural Science], he

became than (1987-1996) President after Professor Marcello Carapezza. He also was

among the organisers of a number of Science meetings between scholars and Science

school teachers. He remained for them an important reference for a long time.

Facing the growing enviromental issues, he was among the first supporters for the crea-

tion of the Natural Regional Park of the Madonie Mountains. On the side of academic

institutions, he worked for the establishment of the Herbarium mediterraneum, of an inter-

nationa foundation and last, but not least, for the enlargment of the Botanical Garden, of

which he was again an extremely competent Director from 1996 to 1998.

For his merits on the field, Professor Andrea Di Martino was appointed member of the

Regional Board of the Cultural Heritage and later member of the Regional Board for the

Preservation of Natural Heritage. His commitment was also spent in politics. In younger

days Di Martino was local councillor and vice-mayor at Misilmeri and in the 1980s he was

elected at the Palermo district council.

After a long and committed academic carreer – during which he had relations with

many scholars of the field, as well as with several international botanists – one of the most

representative man of the botanic community of Palermo is now missing. 

Andrea Di Martino died after a life dedicated to his family, to his many friends and stu-

dents and, above all, to this botanical institution that accepted him from the time of his first

degree dissertation under the supervision of Professor Francesco Bruno. He left us while

he was in his house at Piano Zucchi, on the Madonie Mountains, that he choose to spend

his summer holidays with his family since the 1970s. He died with the immage of those

mountains in his eyes, mountains that he contributed to explore and made familiar to many

generations of students and scholars.

The memories of his academic efforts, of his kindness and of this deep humanity

will always survive with us.
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Some significant contributions by prof. A. Di Martino

Brullo, S. & Di Martino, A. 1974: Vegetazione dell’Isola Grande dello Stagnone (Marsala). – Boll.

Studi Inform. Giard. Bot. Palermo 26: 15-62.

—, — & Marcenò, C. 1974; Osservazioni sulla vegetazione psammofila tra Capo Granitola e Selinunte

(Sicilia occidentale). – Boll. Stud. Inform. Reale Giardino Colon. Palermo 26: 103-110.

—, — & — 1977: La vegetazione di Pantelleria (Studio fitosociologico). – Pubbl. Ist. Bot. Univ.

Catania 1977: 1-110.

Di Martino, A. 1956: Una stazione di Solanum eleagnifolium Cav. var. leprosum in Sicilia. – Lav.

Ist. Bot. Giard. Colon. Palermo 15: 114-120.

— 1958: Nuovo contributo alla flora inedita delle Isole Pelagie. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giard. Colon.

Palermo 16: 84-93.

— 1960: Flora e vegetazione delle Isole Pelagie. – Pp. 163-261 in Zavattari, E. & al.: Biogeografia

delle Isole Pelagie. – Rend. Acc. Naz. 40 Roma, s. 4, 11: 163-261.

— 1962: Piante inedite di Pantelleria. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon. Palermo 18: 72-79.

— 1963: Flora algologica delle Isole Pelagie. Le alghe dell’isola di Lampione. I Contributo. –
Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon. Palermo 19: 82-86.

— 1963: Flora e vegetazione dell’Isola di Pantelleria. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon. Palermo

19: 87-243.

— 1968: Sulla presenza in Sicilia dello Scorpiurus vermiculatus L. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon.

Palermo 24: 1-19. 

— 1970: La Centaurea acaulis in Sicilia. Prima segnalazione. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon.

Palermo 25: 5-18.

— 1970: Piante e fiori delle Madonie. – Palermo.

— 1973: Osservazioni sulla ecologia di Scorpiurus vermiculatus L. e premessa per una sua possibi-

le utilizzazione come e foraggiera. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon. Palermo 25: 234-243.

— 1974: Piante nuove per la Sicilia. Una stazione di Euphorbia serrata L. sul Monte Pellegrino e

sua distribuzione in Italia. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon. Palermo 25: 19-27.

— 1974: La Centaurea acaulis in Sicilia. Prima segnalazione. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giard. Colon. Palermo

25: 5-88.

— 1974: Piante madonite la proteggere. Gli Ilex aquifolium di Piano Pomo. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giard.

Colon. Palermo 25: 28-38.

— 1974: Osservazioni sulla ecologia di Scorpiurus vermiculatus L. e premessa per una sua possibi-

le utilizzazione come foraggera. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giard. Colon. Palermo 25: 234-243.

— 1993: Notizie su un erbario inedito della flora di Trapani (Sicilia) realizzato dall’enologo Cav.

Uff. Bartolomeo Agugliaro. –Webbia 48: 483-490.

— & Agnone, F. 1987: Fonti alternative di energia: il sorgo zuccherino. – Palermo.

— & — 1992: Ricerche sulla coltura protetta di Musa cavendishii Lamb. nell’Orto botanico di

Palermo. – Quad. Bot. Amb. Appl. 2(1991): 97-105.

— & Perrone, C. 1962: Nuovo contributo alla flora arboricola di Palermo. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino

Colon. Palermo 18: 112-202.

— & — 1970: La Flora delle isole dello Stagnone (Marsala). I Isola Grande– Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino

Colon. Palermo 24: 109-166.

— & — 1974: La Flora delle isole dello Stagnone (Marsala). II Isole di S. Pantaleo e di S. Maria. –
Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon. Palermo 25: 71-102.

— & Raimondo, F. M. 1974: Distribuzione ed ecologia di Cachrys ferulacea (L.) Calestani interes-

sante foraggera dei pascoli altomontani della Sicilia. – Boll. Stud. Inform. Bot. Giardin. Colon.

26: 116-129.
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— & — 1976: La vegetazione infestante delle colture di frumento della Sicilia occidentale. – Not.

Fitosoc. 11: 45-74. 

— & — 1979: Biological and chorological survey of the Sicilian flora. – Webbia 34(1): 309-335.

— & Sortino, M. 197o: L’ultimo lembo della macchia dei ginepri. Golfo di Castellammare (TP). –
Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino Colon. Palermo 24: 193-202.

— & Trapani, S. 1964: Flora e vegetazione dell’Isola delle Femmine. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giard. Colon.

Palermo 20: 121-159.

— & — 1967: Flora e vegetazione delle Isole di Favignana e Levanzo nell’Arcipelago delle Egadi.

I. Favignana. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giard. Colon. Palermo 22: 122-228.

— & — 1968: Flora e vegetazione delle Isole di Favignana e Levanzo nell’Arcipelago delle Egadi.

II. Levanzo. – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giard. Colon. Palermo 23: 37-152.

—, Agnone, F. & Geraci, A. 1994: Note preliminari sull’introduzione e coltivazione del Cucumis
metuliferus E. May ex Schrad. (Cucurbitaceae) nell’Orto Botanico di Palermo. – Quad. Bot.

Amb. Appl. 3(1992): 133-145.

—, Marcenò, C. & Raimondo, F. M. 1976: Difesa del nocciolo dagli artropodi dannosi. XIII.

Osservazioni sulla florula e la vegetazione infestante dei noccioleti di Polizzi (Madonie nord-

occidentali). – Boll. Ist. Ent. Agr. Oss. Fitopat. 9: 215-264.

—, Trapani, S., Raimondo, F. M. & Speciale, M. 2005: Le piante utili sperimentate nell’Orto bota-

nico di Palermo: dal mandarino all’argania. – Infrom. Bot. Ital. 37(1/A): 428-429.

Garbari, F.& Di Martino, A. 1972: Leopoldia gussonei Parl. (Liliaceae), specie endemica siciliana.

– Webbia 27: 289-297.

Genduso, P. & Di Martino, A. 1974: Su una grave infestazione di pentatomidi del frumento in

Sicilia e sulla vegetazione di rifugio. – Boll. Ist. Entomol. Agrar. Osserv. Fitopatol.

Palermo 9: 81-100. 
Raimondo, F. M., Marcenò, C. & Di Martino, A. 1972: Lineamenti ecologici e geobotanici delle

Madonie. – Inform. Bot. Ital. 4(3): 174-179

Sortino, M. & Di Martino, A. 1974: La flora del litorale di Licata (AG). – Lav. Ist. Bot. Giardino

Colon. Palermo 25: 59-70.

Address of the author:

Francesco M. Raimondo,

Dipartimento di Scienze Botaniche dell’Università, via Archirafi, 38, I-90123

Palermo, Italy.

Email: raimondo@unipa.it
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Stampato nel mese di Dicembre 2009

presso la Tipolitografia Luxograph s.r.l.

Piazza Bartolomeo da Messina, 2/e

Palermo
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